APPENDIX E—CONFIGURING WRDB FOR NETWORK ACCESS

The standard WRDB installation includes a product called Borland Database Engine (BDE) by Borland International (now known as Inprise Corporation). These products allow Paradox to access standard PC database files like Paradox and dBase.

By default, WRDB is configured to work with Paradox files on your own local computer and there is no need to use the BDE configuration utility. If you want to access shared database files over a network, you must use the BDE Administrator program to configure your computer appropriately. You can launch this program from the Start menu or run it from within WRDB, accessing it on the File | File Management menu. In either case, changes made to BDE do not take effect until the next time you start WRDB.

Paradox allows multi-user access to files and even allows you to display all users accessing (locking) a particular file (access this feature on the File | File Management menu). This is done using a special file called PDOXUSRS.NET stored on a shared network directory. This directory is specified using the BDE Administrator:
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As shown above, select the Configuration tab on the left, then the Paradox native driver to display driver configuration information on the right. The NET DIR is specified; it must be the same for all WRDB users on that network. The first time WRDB is configured, you must type the path to a shared read-write network location that all WRDB users will have access to. This can be specified using assigned drive letters (Q:\WRDB Shared) or using network universal naming conventions (\\Server\Common Files\WRDB Shared), however all users must refer to the directory the same way. This sets the Network directory for your computer and creates the file PDOXUSRS.NET there. Once created, users can browse to this file by clicking the “…” button on the screen.

When you have entered or selected the network directory, exit the BDE Administrator and reply “Yes” when asked if you want to save your edits.

Multiple users can simultaneously access the same files. It is even possible for files to be updated by a Supervisor while other users are on-line. For example, if Joe the technician has the Project Master table browser open on his screen and Sally the Supervisor transfers records from a Working table to that same Master table, the Master table browser on Joe’s screen will automatically be updated (more records shown) due to Sally’s actions. It is actually possible for multiple Supervisors to be simultaneously editing files. If they both want to edit the exact same record, the second person to try to edit will experience a delay until the first person “posts” the record (i.e., exits edit mode, closes the file, etc.).
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